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Air Transport Association 4 Lo~

Frank }. Black
Director. Carga Services March §, 1994
T

Mr. Edward T. Mazzullo

Director, Office of Hazardous Materfals Standards
Research & Special Programs Administeation

U.S. Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Streer, SW - DHEM-10

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Mazzullo:

I am writing in further reference to our telephone conversation of March 7, 1994
relating 10 the requirement for a four foot drop test in the previous §173.6.

Any packaging for air, prior to HM-181 required a four foot drop on solid concrete
test (§173.6). With the advent of HM-~181, the requirement does not appear to continue to
exist for ORM-D-mazerials and limited quantities. In reviewing §173.4 Exceptions for small
quantdes there isa 1.8 m (5.9 feet) free drop. However, in reviewing §173.24,.24a, and
§173.27 we can not seem to find reference to a free drop/drop test. If you agree with our
findings members of the ATA’'s Dangerous Goods Board recommend that the DOT
reinstate the drop test, perhaps in 49CFR §173.27. This will provide an additionai measure
of safety, and is of particular interest to those airlines which continue to move ORM-D
marerials and limited quantities domestically by the provisions of 49CFR.

Our members noted thar though limited quantities differ in ICAO versus 49 CFR,
ICAO’s test criteria for limited quantity packaging requires a "drop test” of 1.2 meter (4 fi.).
Packing Instruction 910 [specifically $10(b)] will apply to the new (to ICAQ) "Consumer
Commodities". Again, requiring a 1.2 meter (4 ft.) drop on solid concrete in the position
most likely to cause damage.

We will appreciate your review of this recommendation and taking action to reinstate
the four foot drop provisions previously contained in §173.6.

ATA-Dangerous Goods Board

Air Transport A dation of A
1301 Pennsyivania Ave.. NW = Suile 1100 Washingzon. DC 20004-1707
(202) 626-4000



